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of an acid is generally one, or more than one of those elements which we now call non-metals.1
Those who framed the nomenclature introduced in 1787, of whom Lavoisier was one, spoke of acids as compounds of oxygen with simple, or compound acidifiable bases',2 they placed most of the mineral acids in the class of oxygenated compounds of simple acidifiable bases, and they classed the vegetable and ^-animal acids as oxygenated compounds of compound acidifiable bases. The simple acidifiable bases known in 1787 were carbon, nitrogen, phosphorus, and sulphur; the compound acidifiable bases included the tartaric radical, the muriatic radical, and the like. The application of the Lavoisierian conception of acid may best be illustrated by tracing the chemical history of one particular acid, namely, the substance now called hydrochloric acid, and certain substances related thereto.
More or less impure aqueous solutions of this acid have been used in chemical operations for many centuries. The acid liquor was generally called xpiritux ,w/.is by the alchemists and early chemists. Priestley prepared impure specimens of the gaseous compound in 1772, and named it marine acid </a,s. The authors of the new nomenclature introduced in 17S7 (nee Appendix to Part I, pp. 190, 191) adopted the name acide muriatique, from the Latin imiria-- salt.
In 1774, Scheele described several reactions of a now yellow gas, with a very suffocating odour, which he had prepared by digesting marine acid with 'manganese (manganese dioxide)/* As Scheele supposed that phlogiston was removed from the marine acid by the manganese, he named the new gas dvphloyuii-calcd 'marine acid, lie said that the gas "unites with water in very small quantity; and gives the water a slightly acid taste; but as soon as it comes in contact with a combustible matter, it becomes again a proper marine acid." 4
1  M ('.moire #ur   Ccjcixte.nM tie. I'air tlunx C nettle, tdtreujc;   and f..WtftVr/v///o//,s g&n&mles HUT la nature <lc.ft (widen.   \ 1777.)
2 The difference should ho noticed between tho moaning given to the word "base, which wan used to denote a substance, or collocation of substances, that forms an acid by combining with oxygen, and the meaning given to tlie name word by Rouelle.
3 Kong. Vetennkajm Acadnnienv Ilandlintjar, 25, 89 [ 1774|.
4 Quoted from No. 13 of the Alembic Club Reprints (entitled The, Ktirly Uutonj of Chlorine), which  contains translations of  portions of Seheele's memoir, and other memoirs by Itorthollot, 0. do Morvoau, and Uay-Lunsae and Thenard.